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WEAY —F D& Evening scenery al Toguchi Beach
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Yuntanza Hanaui / Yunntanza Minsa

The history of Yuntanza Hanaui / Yuntanza Minsa lextiles dates back Lo the 14th century. During the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom, the
first person to take tribute to China did so in 1372, and was a man called Taiki, who was from Uza, in Yomitan. Inspired by his initial
step, the Ryukyu Kingdom would welcome an age of great trade around the time of the year 1420, during which the Kasuri pattcrns and
Ukiori (raised-weave) techniques that would become the roots of Yuntanza Hanaui were imported [rom China and various countries in
Southeast Asia. Yuntanza Hanaui developed in its own particular way based on those techniques, and is a craft that has been passed
down over the generations. However, it gradually fell into decline as the Ryukyu Kingdom changed into Okinawa Prefecture at the start
of the Meiji Period, and by the time the Battle of Okinawa was over it had completely been forgotten,

However. in 1964, the wondrous Hanaui was revived by passionate volunteers from Yomitan Village, with practical seminars being
conducted amidst increasing interest, It was designated as an intangible cultural assel of Okinawa Prefecture in 1975, and as a
“Traditional Craft” designated by the Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry in 1976, which was also the same year in which the Club
for Devotees of Yuntanza Hanaui developed into theYuntanza Hanaui Business Cooperative Association, In 1999, Sada Yonamine, who
had played a pivotal role in its revival, was designated a living national treasure. It is currently acknowledged as a handicraft
representative of both Yomitan Village and Okinasa in general, and has become widely known all around Japan and the world.
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